1. Николаева М., 10к класс, СОШ №10

2. Казаникова Д., 10к класс, СОШ №10

3. Никонова Ек., 10к класс, СОШ №10

4. Алексеева Анастасия, 10а класс, СОШ №10

5. Михайлов Алексей, 10а класс, СОШ №10

6. Пономаренко Даниил, 10а класс,  СОШ №10

7. Кириллова М., 9в класс, СОШ №10

"The role of Great Britain, Russia and Chuvashia in the research and exploration of space."

Меркурьева О.В., учитель англ. языка

Горячкина Ю.А., учитель англ. языка

The year 2011 is announced to be the year of space in Russia because 12.04.2011 is the 50-th anniversary of the first flight of a man in space. Our school is named after the third cosmonaut A.G.Nikolayev who was born in our republic. Our school has its own space detachment which regularly becomes the best space detachment of the year. Moreover, the flag of our school, the only in the world, was on board the spaceship in 2006. A lot of famous cosmonauts visit our school every year and tell us about their work. Besides, our best students have the chance to visit different interesting places, connected with space, such as the Cosmodrom Baikonur and the Cosmodrom Plisetsk. We know a lot about the research and exploration of space in Russia but we don’t know anything about the role of GreatBritain in the space exploration.That’s why we became interested in this theme. What are the roles of our country, Great Britain and our republic in the exploration of space?

Many countries consider the subject of space important and try to do a lot developing and exploring the space. Our country certainly plays the major role in it. All the first names connected with the exploration of space are Russian: S. Korolyov, the first scientist who made a major contribution to the space exploration; Y.A. Gagarin, the first cosmonaut who made the first flight in space on the 12-th of April in 1961;A. Leonov, the first cosmonaut who walked in open space; V. Tereshkova, the first woman-cosmonaut, they all are from Russia. Even the first dogs in space ,Belka and Strelka, were from Russia.

And certainly, we cannot help mentioning our fellow-countryman, the third Russian cosmonaut A. G. Nikolayev. His name is very important for us, the people of the Chuvash republic because he was born in the Chuvash village Shorshely.  After finishing the seventh form at school Andrian left his native village Shorshely and went to the town Tsivilsk where there was a medical school. He wanted to become a physician`s assistant. But he did not like it and he moved on to MariinskyPosad where he entered a forestry school. Since his childhood he loved animals, trees, flowers. Everything in his village Shorshely was made of wood: houses, schools, farms. Maybe that is why he went to study to the forestry school. He finished it and became a forestry specialist. But again a change took place in his life. One day Andrian`s mother received a letter with a photo of her son in a pilot’s uniform. “Mum,” he wrote, “I am flying an airplane. Everything is fine. Don`t worry.”

Andrian Nikolayev`s first flight in space was made on board the “Vostok 3” in August 1962; his second flight was made on board the“Soyuz 9” in June 1970. For the first time he spent four days in space, for the second – 18. This second flight became the longest in those days.

Since the first flight in space 108 cosmonauts from the USSR and Russia have been in space and three of them are women.

The history of space exploration in Great Britain isn’t as long as in Russia, but since the 1980s the British government has become more interested in the developing and exploring the space. The first cosmonaut of Great Britain is Helen Patricia Sharman. She was in space only once and she spent there 7 days from the 18th to the 26th of May in 1991. It is 30 years later after the great flight of the first Russian cosmonaut Y.A. Gagarin. She was on the Russian spaceship Soyuz TM - 12 with Russian cosmonauts. The interesting fact is that Helen Patricia Sharman was trained and prepared in “The Yu. A. Gagarin State Scientific Research-and-Testing Cosmonaut Training Center (GCTC)”. And many other British cosmonauts were trained in this Centre too. The British people love and admire our first cosmonaut and they even built the memorial devoted to him. It was opened on the World Day of Aviation and Astronautics in 2008.

The British National Space Centre (BNSC) was a British government body that coordinated civil space activities for the UK. It was replaced on 1 April 2010 by the UK Space Agency.The British National Space Centre (BNSC) was founded in 1985. It operates as a voluntary partnership of ten British government departments and agencies and research councils. The civil portion of the British space programme focuses on space science, Earth observation, satellite telecommunications, and global navigation (for example GPS and Galileo). Notably the BNSC had a policy against human spaceflight and did not contribute to the International Space Station.BNSC staff represents the UK at the various programme boards of ESA (Europeen Space Agency) and also its governing Council. From January 2009, the BNSC is headquartered in Swindon, Wiltshire, in the same building as the Science and Technology Facilities Council (Research Councils) and the Technology Strategy Board.

It is very interesting that all British cosmonauts flew to space as the participants of  Russian and American space programs. Great Britain is going to play the key role in the European expedition to Mars. They spend a lot of money on the exploration of this planet. Great Britain is the main investor to the program ExoMars and wants to enlarge our knowledge about Mars and Solar system. They sent the landing probe Beagle 2 which had to find the life on the Red Planet but it broke down at the end of 2003 landing on the Mars. Nowadays Great Britain has decided to make space exploration itself. In 2007 it presented their first moon program with two apparatuses, the probe «Moonlight» and «Moonraker». Our country has been working studying Mars since 2001 when a space apparatus “Mars Odyssey” with Russian device “Hand” was launched.

At the end of the XX-th century cosmonauts from 16 countries were working together to build the ISS (the International Space Station), the world programme which began the new era in space exploration. These countries are Russia, the USA, Canada, Japan, Brazil and the nations of the European Space Agency one of which is Great Britain. And of course Russia is the first. The first part of the ISS was built by Russia. It was Zarya. It was launched into orbit by Proton rocket from the BaikonurCosmodrome in 1998.Only three astronauts could live and work on the station then but the space is enough for seven. And now the ISS is an orbital laboratory for scientific research in physics, chemistry, biology, medicine, human physiology, space and Earth science. Astronauts from different countries live and work together on this station. Many Russian and American cosmonauts have worked on this station, but no one from Great Britain has visited it yet. And almost all cosmonauts were sent there on the Russian spaceships from Russian the BaikonurCosmodrome.

One of the most important tasks of our Federal Space Agency (ROSKOSMOS) is cooperating with international states and countries in the exploration and using the cosmic space and organizing and coordinating activities connected with commercial space projects. By this moment ROSKOSMOS has concluded the agreements with more than 19 countries including the countries of European Space Agency. 

A cosmonaut is a really exiting but very dangerous job. And to tell the truth it is not even a job, it is a way of life, because cosmonauts dedicate all their lives to the space and the space exploration. And sometimes they spend several months in space without seeing their families. So cosmonauts are much honored people in all countries, so it is not surprising that streets, towns and cities are named after them. We all know the towns Korolyov, Gagarin and of course, the street after A.G.Nikolayev in our town. Moreover our school is named after the third cosmonaut A.G.Nikolayev.   Our school was founded in 1962 soon after the first flight of Y.A. Gagarin into space. Since the foundation the life of our school is closely connected with space, especially the history of it. Our school pioneer organization was named after A.G.Nikolayev. In 1999 our school was named after the name of A.G Nikolaev. The cosmonaut № 3 visited our school several times since 1963 and we have photos and the original pictures depicting these visits. He had meetings with our pupils, talked with them and took an active part in the reconstruction of our school. Not only A.G Nikolaev visited us but many other Russian cosmonauts and people whose livesare connected with space came to our school and talked with our pupils. For example, on the 5th of September in 2009 the cosmonauts Popovich P.R., Gorbatko V.V., Volynov B.V., Zaikin D.A., Krikalev S.K.(who is also the head of  The Center for preparing   cosmonauts named after   Y.A. Gagarin) and  Blagov V.D. (the main specialist on piloting cosmonautics), Latyshev V.P. (the head of  The Center of coordinating the flights), Solomko Y.M. (The director of the Moscow Memorial museum of cosmonautics) and  Mayorova A. A. (the daughter of A.G Nikolaev),  Korolyova N.S. ( the daughter of Korolyov S.P.)visited our school. On the 5th of September in 2010 our school welcomedthe cosmonauts Volynov B.V., Janibekov V.A., Berezovoy A.N. and the president of Space Association “ Baikonur –Cheboksary” Tihonov V.P. (who is also the member of Managing council of our school). Totally 33 from 108 Russian cosmonauts have visited our republic and 12 of them have visited our school. 

There are a lot of children space organizations in our republic. Since 2004 the number of them has increased from 14 to 55. In 2004 our school space organization “Space” was formed. To become a member of the space detachment a pupil has to pass the special exam and only after that he can get a rank of “a Dreamer”. The pupils of our school take part in this exam every year and become the young participants of the space movement. Our school space organization “Space” has been named “The best space organization of the Chuvash Republic” several times and the last time it happened in 2009-2010 studying years. Our school has our own hymn, emblem and our own flag which all were designed by the pupils and teachers of our school. And the most interesting fact is that our flag, the only school flag in the world, was on board the spaceship in 2007. It has the signatures of Russian and American cosmonauts.There are a lot of good results of our organization in different events which we are proud of.The traditional event is Youth Nikolaev`s readings. We took the third place in it last year. We work closely with the Memorial museum of A.G Nikolaev in his native village Shorshely. The decade of cosmonautics is a very important annual event of our school. We organize different interesting competitions and activities. Our young school cosmonauts with the delegation from our republic twice visited the BaikonurCosmodrome where they watched the start of“Soyuz TMA-12” and “Soyuz TMA-13”. They also had the chance to go to the town Korolyev where they visited the Mission Control Center.

We are proud of our country. We are proud of Russian people who were the first explores in space. We are proud of our Chuvash cosmonauts A.G Nikolaev and N.M. Budarin. And who knows maybe one day there will be one more Chuvash cosmonaut? And who knows it even can bea pupil from our school.

To sum up, space exploration is the main task of many countries. Much money and efforts are spent on it. But nowadays our country is one of the leading countries on the Earth which is interested in space.
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A.G.Nikolayev – the third cosmonaut
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A.G.Nikolayev is the noble guest in the school №10 whose pioneer organization was named after the third cosmonaut.
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The cosmonaut № 3 visited our school several times since 1963 and we have photos and the original pictures depicting these visits.
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The visit of A.G.Nikolaev to our school in 2001.
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The meeting at the monument to Y.A.Gagarin where you can see the principal and the pupils of our school with A.G.Nikolayev in 2003.
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Our school is named after the cosmonaut A.G.Nikolayev.
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30.04.2007. The flag of our school before sending it to the space.
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Our flag was brought to the orbit by the crew of ISS-15

[image: image13.jpg]



Our flag was returned to the Earth by the crew of ISS-16
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 Our young school cosmonauts with the delegation from our republic twice visited the BaikonurCosmodrome where they watched the start of “Soyuz TMA-12” and “Soyuz TMA-13”.
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17.11.2007. Our flag after having been to the space.  It has the signatures of Russian and American cosmonauts.
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“Soyuz TMA-12” before the start.

